EDUCATION
Albuquerque’s Explora Offers
Hands-On Water Education
Edith Menning – Explora
In the desert Southwest, the maxim that
water is life is evident everywhere. Agua
de la Vida/La Vida del Agua, a multipart
exhibit in Albuquerque’s newly expanded
Explora Science Center, invites visitors
to experience water from a variety of
interactive perspectives.

as a necessity for life, focusing on how
living things use water; water as a tool for
agriculture, travel, power generation and
other uses; and water as a dynamic force
that sometimes behaves in unpredictable
and uncontrollable ways. Interwoven
throughout these primary perspectives
will be opportunities to experience and
learn principles of physics, chemistry,
biology, and geology, as well as the social
implications of water in arid lands.
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Like a meandering streambed, Agua de la
Vida wanders among interactive exhibits
where visitors can create wave patterns on
moving sheets of water, experiment with
surface tension, or divert a faucet stream
with static electricity. Another stream table
offers opportunities to dam or control water
flow through joined structures, some of
which have surprising twists. As a corollary
to the exhibit, Explora’s two-story laminar
flow fountain shoots coherent bursts of
water into the air in complex patterns that
are partially controlled by visitors.
The Agua de la Vida exhibit represents
Explora’s long-term commitment to the
water theme. For the next three to four
years, the exhibit will continue examining
how water acts as a medium for natural and
man-made materials. Future perspectives
will consider the following topics: water
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Visitors can see stream patterns or reroute the
water flow at Explora’s erosion table..

